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REPORT OF THE COURSE IN HOSPITAL ECONOMICS 

I have the honor to present the seventh annual report of the course 
in Hospital Economics, and that this report gives evidence of the same 
stead)’ progress that has characterized the reports of former years is 
due to the unfailing interest and unceasing efforts of the lecturer in 
charge. Miss Alline. A comparative statement of our financial standing 
may be of some interest: 


1902. June 1st, balance on hand. . $131.62 

1903 ” ” ” 58.73 

1904 ’ " ” 3.97 

1905 ” ” ” 454.16 

1906 (estimated) .. 525.00 


Estimating the expenses of closing the year June 1, 1906, will give 
the largest balance so far. We received during the year several dona¬ 
tions for the endowment fund, making the total amount to be $435.58. 

The most notable event of the year has been the establishment of 
the two years’ course, with a special diploma. We regret that owing 
to our limited time, it is impossible to present in detail the advantages 
this offers. It must suffice to say that it permits of a better correlation 
of studies and it enables the students to take their teaching methods 
the first year and their practice the second, overcoming thereby one of 
the weakest points in our one-year course. It must not be understood, 
however, that this extension in any way interferes with the former 
course of one year with the certificate. This remains as formerly, but 
should the students be unable to remain two consecutive years, it is made 
possible for them to return at any convenient time and obtain their 
diploma. 

We are deeply indebted to Miss Lurkin, of the Laura Franklin 
Hospital, for placing the theoretical instruction of the nurses of that 
school in the hands of our students. Those students who have been 
entered for the one-year course have been obliged to take this practice 
teaching in connection with their teaching methods (6 lessons each). 
Of the seven students now taking the course, it is uncertain how many 
will return for the second year. Two, however, have planned to do so, 
and a third has it under consideration, and two for whom positions are 
being held are planning to return when possible. Diplomas will be 
obtained this year by two of the class of 1904. 

As Miss Nutting was unable to give her usual course of lectures. 
Miss Dock very kindly consented to assist us in her stead. The other 
very valuable lectures by Miss Banfield, Miss Riddle, and Mrs. Robb, 
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were given as usual. We are also indebted to Dr. Vulte for some special 
lectures anl laboratory work in urine analysis. A lecture by Mr. Byard, 
in charge of the drug department, St. Luke’s Hospital, gave some 
valuable points in the handling of the department, and Mrs. Rowland 
gave an interesting talk on the simplest forms of physical exercise. It 
would be of interest to know that these last two lectures were the first 
to be paid for out of the funds of the course. We are indebted to Miss 
Wilson, St. Luke’s Hospital, for her assistance in defraying the cost of 
Mrs. Rowland’s lecture. 

We have, year after year, increasing evidence of the need of the 
course, and I think continual evidence of its value. Of the forty-one 
graduates, twenty-three are holding positions to-day. As the outcome, 
possibly, of this Hospital Economics course, Dean Russell has estab¬ 
lished a new chair, into the details of which I shall not enter, inas¬ 
much as the dean has kindly consented to come here this morning 
to explain the plan more clearly and fully than I can. I understand, 
however, it is intended to make this course meet the needs of those who 
wish to prepare themselves for all forms of administrative work. In 
other words, its scope is to be much wider than that of the Hospital 
Economics course, and I am sure you will all be intensely interested when 
you hear that this professorship has been offered to, and accepted, by 
Miss Nutting. 

There is, however, an aspect that presents itself which calls for 
our very earnest consideration. The appointment has, in this particu¬ 
lar instance, fallen to a member of our society, and as long as she remains 
there the success of our Hospital Economics course is assured, but we 
must not overlook the fact, when it becomes necessary, as it some day 
will, to appoint her successor, it will be very possible that the appoint¬ 
ment will not be given to a member of our profession; there is not any 
reason to suppose it would. We cannot fail to realize that in its present 
formative stage and under Miss Nutting, with her rare intellectual and 
executive ability, and with her love for her profession, this new depart¬ 
ment cannot only easily be carried on in connection with our department, 
but to our department’s great advantage. But the dean himself acknowl¬ 
edges that he believes that we shall soon need a chair of our own. If 
we had the necessary endowment, we could have that chair to-day. In 
our elation over this most progressive step, for this we deem it to be, 
we cannot fail to realize that it is more necessary than ever that we 
should make every effort to increase our endowment fund, that at the 
first possible moment through our society a chair in Hospital Economics 
may be established. That we could have two such women as Miss Nut- 
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ting and Miss Alline at once would not, during the creative years of 
this department, be reasonable to expect. It will at first be quite possible 
and probably pecuniarily necessary, with some such assistance as could 
be given by a pupil of the second year, that all the divisions of this 
department should be carried on by the same person. As, however, Miss 
Nutting will be unable to undertake the full supervision of the work for 
another year, you will, I am sure, be delighted to hear that Miss Alline 
nill continue to take charge of our course until she comes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Annie \V Goodrich, 

Chairman. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AMERICAN 
SOCIETY OF SUPERINTENDENTS OF TRAINING- 
SCHOOLS FOR NURSES 

The Twelfth Annual Convention of the American Society of Su¬ 
perintendents of Training-Schools for Nurses was held in Du Bois Hall, 
The Academy of Medicine, 17 West Forty-third Street, New York, on 
April 25, 26 and 27, 1906. 

The attendance was large, the papers excellent, being followed by 
animated discussions, the entertainments were lavish and beautiful, 
and all agreed that, if possible, each annual convention is better than the 
last. 

The first session was called to order by the president, Miss Good¬ 
rich, at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, April 25. 

The opening prayer by Rev. Henry Sloane Coffin, pastor of the 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, was followed by an address of 
welcome by the Hon. Seth Low, former mayor of New York, and ex¬ 
president of Columbia University. Miss McMillan responded in behalf 
of the Society. 

The address of the president, which followed, was enthusiastically 
received. 

Before reading the report of the council, the acting secretary ex¬ 
pressed her extreme regret at the absence of Miss Nutting, spoke of her 
recent severe illness, and of how impossible it was for anyone to attempt 
to fill her place. 

Three meetings of the council were held during the year. Forty- 
three applications for membership had been approved, and would be 
presented for election. 



